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retorted the president, when every woman allows her
arm to be touched by the pedlar (maniar) when he fits
her with a bangle, what was the harm in allowing a
doctor to touch her for her good ? The people, however,
sided with the mullah. But to-day they said that if a
woman were sent to do the inoculation, they would not
object. If this attitude is general, it is a strong argu-
ment for more women doctors. In so genuinely pro-
gressive a village it was natural to find that the problem
of sanitation had been satisfactorily solved. The village
is swept daily, and the refuse carried to the fields. This
is done by the village sweepers, who are paid for the
extra work involved. Instead of getting a 'chapati'I
every third day from each family, they now receive one
every day, and at each harvest ten to fifteen per cent
more grain.

One bad old custom has been left untouched. Neither The
village has a trained midwife (dai). In Siwara there are Village
three midwives. One is the wife of a sweeper, another
of a Jogi, and the third of an oilman. The last is blind
and past work. The position of a sweeper is too well
known to need description. Jogis are 'one of the lowest
of all castes and receive the offerings made to the
impure gods'. Oilmen, or Telis as they are called, rank
higher but are still only village menials. In the other
village the only midwife belongs to another beggar
caste called Barahi. In both villages the midwife gets
a rupee for a boy and eight annas for a girl. The Indian
attitude towards the birth of a girl is well expressed by
the difference. In each case the midwife gets the
clothes worn by the mother when the child is born.
This is no great gift, because the oldest clothes are
worn for birth.2

Siwara impressed me as a good village with a keen
spirit. It was interesting, therefore, to find that eighteen
years ago the villagers, feeling the need of a good
mullah, sent an emissary to Jullundur with instructions

1A girdle cake of unleavened bread.       * Karnal Gaz,91918, p. 101.